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" The cavalry of General Espagne, and General Grouchy's
dragoons, united to the cavalry of the left wing, mil manoeuvre
so as to cause as much harm as possible to the enemy when
he, pressed by the vigorous attack of our right, shall feel the
necessity of retreat.

" General Victor and the Imperial Guard, horse and foot,
will form the reserve, and will be placed at Grunhof and at
and behind Posthenen.

" Lahoussaye's division of dragoons will be under the
orders of General Victor; that of General Latour-Maubourg
will obey Marshal Ney. Nansouty's division of heavy cavalry
will be at the disposal of Marshal Lannes, and will fight
alongside the cavalry of the reserve.

" The Emperor will be with the reserve in the centre.

" The advance must be always from the right, and the
initiative of the movement must be left to Marshal Ney,
who will await the Emperor's orders to begin,

"As soon as the right advances against the enemy, all
the artillery of the line will redouble its fire in the direction
most useful for the protection of the attack on the right."

But the Emperor was still in some doubt as to what
force was in front of him. On the previous evening, his
cavalry had not been able to give him any precise information
as to the enemy's movements.* Murat, according to Savary,t
had informed him, on the morning of the 13th, that the bulk
of the Russian army was marching direct on Koenigsberg.
The cavalry had, apparently, over-estimated Kamenskoi's 9000
men. The fact of his detaching two entire corps and three
cavalry divisions to deal with the enemy at Koenigsberg shows
that Napoleon believed the Eussians to be in much greater
strength in that direction than they really were. When he
reached the front, at Posthenen, Oudinot had told him there
were 80,000 men in front of him. Savary, sent out to see

* Savory, Hi. 84:   "Our cavalry could give no precise account of the
enemy's march,**
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